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Our author proceeds to relate the methods of work,
the occupations, and the plans of the missionaries
during the winter. Their prospects are now much
brighter, and Joseph proves a great aid to them
among his countrymen. The Fathers are now
““ struggling to overcome the obstacles raised by the
devil in their dreams, dances, sweats, and feasts.”’
The affairs of the old residence at Thonatiria, where
Brébeuf and Chastellain are in charge, are discussed;
they are, on the whole, satisfactory.

Le Mercier records their ‘‘ harvest and vintage for
the holy Altar —about half a bushel of good wheat,
and a small keg of wine.”” The missionaries are
about to erect a new chapel. An eclipse of the
moon, which they had early predicted, gives them
much credit with the natives. They are soon to
move the residence of St. Joseph to another wil-
lage.

XXXI. Thisdocument, dated at Ossossané, April
27, 1639, is a letter by Francois du Peron to his
brother Joseph (also a Jesuit), regarding the labors
of the narrator among the Hurons. He thanks God
for being sent to Canada, and especially for his as-
signment to this special field, ‘‘ because here God
alone is our all, and because there is a greater har-
vest than in any other part of Canada.”” He sketches
the long and toilsome journey thither; the general
appearance of the Huron country, the nature of the
people, the peculiarities of the language, the condi-
tion and progress of the mission, the daily life and
work of the Fathers, and their trips to neighboring
villages, with the conversions and baptisms resulting
therefrom. Notable among these is that of the Iro-
quois prisoner mentioned in Vol. XIII. The new



